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Abstract

Is political news blogging going to take off in Australia, as it did in the 2004 US presidential election?  There, citizen-initiated media blogs did have an impact, especially now that users can post moblogs - images, text and video from their camera phones - instantly to the internet. This immediacy brings a new complication to the agenda-setting efforts of politicians and their media advisers.  Blogs no longer need be just political “think pieces”, as most Australian ones are – in other countries with more urgent need for political reform, they are becoming rallying calls for action.

Content of 65 blog sites from the centre and both sides of the political spectrum was studied to see their political slant where there was one, their take on topical issues and who was contributing to the posts.  Blog comment on recent Australian political happenings and crises was investigated.

For this paper, blogs were taken to be weblogs or diaries that anyone can freely access.  Mohan et al define blogs as “the newest form of one-way and interactive online communication to hit the internet.  Most people would agree that a blog is a regularly updated set of web pages with a chronological set of thoughts and links.” (2004: 118)  The blog movement began in 1999 and by 2005, Mohan et al claim that hundreds of thousands of weblogs and many different styles of blog can be accessed via the internet.  Many bloggers do not persevere: according to blogger Ben Glasson’s unattributed post (A Token Lefty, November 6, 2003), a study has revealed that:

•
Of about four million registered blog sites sampled, one million were updated once and once only

•
A further 1.7 million blogs had not been updated in two months

•
Only 50,000 blogs were updated daily

•
Nine out of 10 bloggers are aged 30 or under

•
More females blog than males

•
More males abandon blogs

•
The typical blogger is a teenage girl who updates twice a month to let friends and classmates know what’s been going on in her life.

Glasson says he has personally contributed to these statistics by two undeleted false starts (“why delete them when they’re free?”).  He appears to have abandoned his A Token Lefty site by June 2004.

Newsletter subscription services such as Crickey.com.au are like blogs, but since they have to be paid for by readers, and pay contributors, they are not strictly part of the group and were ruled out for this study.  Of the thousands of Australian web sites that could have been accessed, only those were chosen that had recent political comment, that identified themselves as blogs and that were not wholly advertising or spam.  In some sites the contributors identified themselves, in others their identity was concealed.  Some sites invite readers to comment and publish the comments, others do not.

Most of the webloggers studied appear to take their roles as alternative political commentators seriously.  For instance, topics poorly covered by the mainstream media are often focused on; important events in neighbouring counties are explored; political comment in the mass media is reviewed.  Some bloggers also think about the consequences of the rise of the blogging phenomenon.  Writing in Back Pages, Christopher Sheil comments:

Amid all the discussion over the impact of the new forms of media on mainstream outlets, little analysis has been offered of the practical consequences for political opinion making.  These will be significant, at least in Australia.  The rise of alternative online media, especially the extraordinary growth of the blogging phenomenon, may finally disturb a structural advantage long enjoyed by the conservative side of politics. 

(Sheil, backpagesblog.com, August 22, 2005)
When a political crisis or a disaster happens, people no longer need turn automatically to the mainstream media.  Nor must they phone help lines for information.  They are increasingly turning to blog sites on the worldwide web.  They want information from people on the spot, or sites they have come to trust.

In London, immediate news from the sites of terrorist bombings was dominated by citizen-led media (BBC News, August 31, 2005).  Stories and pictures were relayed from the scene by people using new mobile phones with built-in cameras.  

When Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana in September 2005, news blogs were again invaluable as regular communications were blacked out.  Most mainstream media outlets used the web to get information from people on the spot.  Those that had reporters on location boosted their coverage by news via blogs.  Some websites were unable to cope with the demand for Katrina-related news.  CBS affiliate WWL-TV had to evacuate its New Orleans studios when they became engulfed by the rising floodwaters.  Producers switched to the station’s on-line news blog to provide viewers with information (http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk, accessed September 24, 2005).

US ABC News reported that as Hurricane Rita approached Texas, editors at the Houston Chronicle decided to experiment.  They chose a dozen web diarists and asked them to post regular dispatches on the paper’s online blog without any editorial intervention (AAP, September 23, 2005).

A range of political blog sites selected

An effort was made to access a range of sites from far left and moderate left to centre, right and far right.  These 64 sites were reviewed in September 2005 and most were revisited in November 2005; authors and location where known and a personal view of their political orientation on most issues are included here: 

Left-leaning (28 sites)

Alert and Alarmed (Evan Jones), Anonymous Lefty (“Mr Lefty”, Melbourne), Armagnac'd (penname Armaniac, Melbourne), Back Pages (Christopher Sheil), Barista (anonymous, Melbourne), Big Bob’s (anonymous, Burnie, Tasmania), Blogger on the Cast Iron Balcony (Helen ?, Melbourne), Crazy Brave (Zoe ?, Canberra), Cut Price Commentariat (Liam Hogan), Daily Flute (anonymous, Sydney), Darpism.com (Darp ?, Sydney), Go Away, Please ("Brownie", Victoria), Gravyland (anonymous), John Howard, Prime Minister (spoof), idMedia (Elias Bizannes and Andrew Quah, Sydney), Karma to Burn (“Burnt Karma”, Melbourne), Larvatus Prodeo (Mark Bahnisch), Token Lefty (Ben Glasson), Antony Lowenstein (journalist and author, Sydney), Perth Independent Media Centre (anonymous authors), Public Opinion (Gary Sauer-Thompson), Rank and Vile (anonymous, Melbourne), Red Rag (Robert Corr), Road to Surfdom (Tim Dunlop, Adelaide), Ruminations (Jeremy Williams), Southerly Buster (Alan ?), Whom Gods Destroy (anonymous), wsacaucus.org (Guy ?, Naomi ? and others, Western Sydney).

Centrist (15 sites)

Ambit Gambit (Nicholas Gruen, John Quiggin, Jeff Wall and others, hosted by an organisation called National Forum), Senator Andrew Bartlett, The Ballroom (“Crystal Ballroom”, Melbourne), Boynton (anonymous), Christopia (Chris Fryer, Melbourne), (anonymous), Corporate Engagement (Trevor Cook, Keith Jackson & Ben Haslem, Jackson Wells Morris, Sydney), From the Sidelines (Trevor Cook), Philip Gomes Citystate, Imagining Australia (Andrew Leigh), Michael Jennings (Australian living in London), Julian Calendar (Dr Julian O’Dea, Canberra), Margo Kingston's Webdiary (journalist and author), South Sea Republic (anonymous), Tripe Soup (Andy Farnsworth, Mile End, South Australia), World Forum (Australia/Oceania section, Drog ?).

Moderate right (11 sites)

Bad Analysis (anonymous), Bargarz (anonymous), The Bench (Joel Parsons, St Helena, Victoria), Big Green Ogres (Andjam, Sydney), Blithering Bunny (Scott Campbell), Catallaxy (Rafe Champion, Andrew Norton, Jason Soon and others), Currency Lad (anonymous), Gibbo’s Place (anonymous, Sydney), Man of Lettuce (Adrian Neylan, Sydney), Troppo Armadillo (Rafe Campion and Nicholas Gruen), Will Type for Food (Kath Rynoh and Tim T, Melbourne).
Hard right (10 sites)
ABC Watch (anonymous), After Grog Blog (Tony ?, Melbourne), Bitchin' Monaro (anonymous, Melbourne), Tim Blair, Dissecting Leftism (John Ray), Libertarian Society (Steve Edwards, John Humphreys, Terje Petersen and “Strawman”, Canberra), Mangled Thoughts (anonymous), Paul and Carl’s Daily Diatribe (Paul ? and Carl ?), Slattsnews (anonymous, western Victoria), Yobbo’s View (anonymous, Perth).

Of these 64 sites, 30 identified the authors; of the remaining 34 sites, six gave a first name. A few also pictured the author.  Not all of them showed much interest in politics; some were more inclined to comment on the cricket or football.  Those with strong views on the left and right often did not identify themselves.  This could be from fear of being sued or from fear of attracting the attention of those state forces suspicious of free speech.  Australia is still a fairly open society but the campaign against terror is fast changing this, several blog posts allege.  A new text from the human rights body Reporters Without Borders, A Handbook for Bloggers and Cyber-dissidents, offers advice to those who wish to publish information and comment on the internet and they happen to live in such countries as Iran, China and Tunisia that have been cracking down on cyber-dissidents (ABC Online, September 23, 2005, PM).  On the PM program, reporter Jennifer Macey quoted a US Pew study which found that 50 million internet users (about 11 per cent of the total number) are regular readers of blog entries; 12,000 new weblogs are created each day.  A few are thrown into jail for what they say, particularly if they criticise their government’s human rights policy:

This year a Chinese cyber-dissident was jailed for 10 years after the internet provider, Yahoo, revealed to Chinese authorities computer contact details that allowed them to track down the internet author.  

(Macey, PM program September 23, 2005)

Graham Young, chief editor of the Australian website Online Opinion, stated that in the last US elections blogs were shown to be very important in terms of spreading information around.  Democrats, Republicans and special-interest groups used blogs effectively.  He said:

One of the victories for bloggers … was the scalp of Dan Rather who exaggerated some material that was given to him.  That was revealed within a few hours on blogs in the US. Another highlight of blogs was the Iraq war when you had a number of domestic bloggers in Iraq who were writing up their version of what was happening.  It varied quite considerably – on both sides of the spectrum – from what embedded journalists and not-so-imbedded journalists were telling us.

(Young, PM program September 23, 2005)

Young thinks blogs can become a powerful political tool in Australia.  But Australian politicians and activists have to be convinced of this and start using them in a more politically effective way, not just as political “think pieces”.

Most popular topics

Of the 64 sites studied, most included comment on overseas events.  The big one in September 2005 was Hurricane Katrina which hit New Orleans on August 31.  There was a total of 71 blogs about various natural disasters, including Hurricane Rita, the Mumbai floods, global warming and hurricanes, and the possibilitgy of an earthquake in San Francisco soon.  Aspects of the Hurricane Katrina disaster were widely canvassed – and coverage extended across the political spectrum, from left to hard right. Hurricane Rita also scored five blogs and the Mumbai floods one blog.  By October, comment on natural disasters had slowed down – there were just two blogs about Hurricane Katrina’s aftermath, and four on the big earthquake in Pakistan and India.  A full analysis of topics covered in the 64 sites studied is in Appendix 1. 

Sport is very important to Australian bloggers: the football finals (all codes) had 24 posts and the Test cricket in Britain 23 posts in September.  There were fewer posts on sport in October, despite the imminent Melbourne Cup (seven posts).  Elections (no matter which country) also fascinate political bloggers: in September, New Zealand elections had 16 posts, German elections five posts and the NSW byelections one post. Coverage of the New Zealand and German elections was more thorough, timely and extensive on Australian blog sites than in most daily newspapers.  Election posts in October again totalled 22.

Aspects of the major conflicts in other countries were explored, with a total of 43 postings in September.  Blogs about the war in Iraq totalled 20, Israel’s withdrawal from the Gaza strip and other matters in the conflict with Palestine had 11 blogs and fighting in Sudan one blog.  The war on terror received eight postings and the FBI war on obscenity two postings.  Bombings in London had faded from memory by September 2005 – one mention only.  By October, coverage of conflict had slowed, with just 21 posts in total.

Debate about legislation to permit the full sale of Telstra ranged across the political spectrum of bloggers, with 14 mentions in September. Other legislation discussed included industrial relations “reform”, voluntary student unionism and welfare to work policies.  By October, anti-terrorism legislation was the hot topic with 38 posts on the sites sampled.  Another 30 posts discussed industrial relations reform. 

Posts mentioning politicians and former politicians were frequent on most sites. Blogs about people totalled 127 in September (fewer mentions in the following month).. Most favoured topic, particularly in left-leaning sites, was the release of the Mark Latham diaries (36 posts).  The right-wing views of Macquarie University Law professor Drew Fraser attracted 14 posts in September.  Some centre and leftish sites defended his right to be heard and published.  

The deportation back to the US of peace activist Scott Parkin drew 11 comments, some with pictures of protests.  Other protesters included the young women at a university hockey match who managed to trap Education Minister Brendan Nelson into their voluntary student unionism protest by drawing an impromptu placard and then getting him to turn around for the camera (five posts).

For statistics totalling the main blog topics, see Appendix 2.

The rise of global activism

The increasing popularity of blogs on the Australian internet are further evidence of the rise of global activism by individuals and large and small voluntary movements who are now able to keep in touch with like-minded colleagues in other countries easily and quickly.  They share news and views, “borrowing” each other’s blogs and adapting them for local conditions and events. Pels in his work Media and the Restyling of Politics says:

The wave of demonstrations that swept the globe at the turn of the century suggests that many different issue organisations are joining in common networks to try to reshape the global political economy at a more general level than is possible just through promoting specific issues or causes.  We may be witnessing the rise of a global political movement – one that is driven by the energy of younger cosmopolitan generations who are abandoning conventional national electoral politics. (Pels, 2003: 146)

Pels claims that many of those seeking social justice are willing to band together into such groups as formed in Seattle in 1999 to protest outside the meeting of the World Trade Organisation: a coalition of 263 consumer advocacy groups then formed a world network called Consumers International to “press goals related to social justice and consumer protection”.  Internet-based communication and blog diaries help to weld these diverse groups together.

There has not emerged a vast increase in the number of politically engaged citizens, claims Pels (2003: 164).  But the numbers accessing blog diaries seem to refute that: some of the more popular bloggers can point to thousands of visitors each month, and hundreds of comments posted.  Some are willing also to give their names.  It is true that numbers logging on to a site will not all be different people as some visitors will return to their favourite blog site many times in a month.  But such numbers are some indication that the site is being used, and proving useful to visitors.

Clear alternatives are emerging on the internet, giving citizens an empowerment that they have not had before to express their points of view and endorse like-minded bloggers. The language used is sometimes earthy; swear words are common on some sites, words that would not be aired in letters to the editor pages of mainstream newspapers and magazines.  Some blogs are visually attractive, well illustrated with colour photos, sometimes with sound and video clips too.  Most blogs are short and to the point; some link to pdf files containing longer background pieces, essays and theses.  The use of links to related pages and blogs is widespread, making blog diaries an interesting, fast and attractive way to do research, especially with the addition of photos and occasional video clips.  As Pels says (2003: 166), the emphasis these days is on “networking, information sharing and alliance building which underscores the sense of civic affinity” which particularly suits those groups striving for progressive social change.  More left-leaning blog sites are in evidence than sites on the right.  The free nature of the internet gives them opportunity to make themselves heard in ways not possible through conservative mainstream media.  Events and protests can be organised quickly and cheaply.

Some blog authors are also mainstream journalists, or those who have temporarily have taken leave from or abandoned ordinary media for family reasons.  Some have just published books and use their blogs to promote their works and the ideas in them.  Some authors are new to journalism and use the blog sites to hone their skills and build an audience.  Some write for mainstream journals but adapt excerpts from their columns for their blog diaries.  Others have long blogs, or invite readers to jump to essays and theses elsewhere on the web.  The most successful sites in terms of numbers visiting appear to be those which invite comment.  Bloggers are quick to pick up on opposing arguments posted on rival sites, rebut them and urge others to do so too.  Some sites host opposing views on the same site, but this is not common. 

One site that has not been included so far in my analysis of blog sites is The Domain, a portal which allows bloggers to join in the one place.  It calls itself a home for “Australia’s best political blogs” and includes at present these sites: Ambit Gambit, Tim Blair, John Quiggin, The Road to Surfdom, Troppo Armadillo, Andrew Bartlett, Faris QC, Public Opinion, Jennifer Marohasy, shannonsays.com, Imagining Australia, Henry Thornton and Antony Loewenstein (http://domain.nationalforum.com.au, accessed September 25, 2005).  The first paragraph of about 50 words is included there on each site’s main stories of the day, with web link to the main story elsewhere.  Bloggers who restrict themselves to a few words on each story can point to as many as four or five blogs.  The site is financed by each blogger’s (“outrageously low”) subscription.  

“Technology is an agency for change which cannot be denied or ignored,” states Wheeler (1997: 222, 223) … “New technologies allow for the globalisation of the media economy, compress time, make spatial relations horizontal, relocate information and undermine the role of nation states.  As the coordinates of time and space have evaporated, communication systems become constant and immediate, providing a diversity of opinions.”

Blogs are playing their part in this revolution so that citizens in countries with free access to internet technology can share information and entertainment, undermine hierarchical dominance and ideological control, in time understand cultural differences and live more peaceably together. “Supporters of a strong democracy expect a great deal of the internet” (Meyer & Hinchman, 2002: 118) and it is technically possible to have much more direct citizen involvement with decisions, somewhat along the lines of the ancient Athenian polis.  But there is the present problem that not all Australians have equal access to the internet and not all are inclined to participate in this way.  Umberto Eco has warned about the digital divide between those with internet access and skills, and those without (ibid., 120).  The cost of acquiring the latest technology remains high.  Public access via libraries and internet cafes is not the same as having those facilities at home and there is the problem of booking the public c omputers, and getting to them for people in remote communities.

Blogs as a form of grassroots journalism mean that anyone with the urge to publish can now do so cheaply and easily.  But governments are suspicious of the free flow of information, as Gillmour points out (2004, xvii).  There are “legal clampdowns and technological measures to prevent copyright infringement and peer-to-peer file sharing that does make infringement easier but also gives citizen journalists one of the only affordable ways to distribute what they create”.  He sees an “unholy alliance between the entertainment industry – the copyright cartel – and government”.  This could mean that eventually we could need a licence to publish, and many will not want to publish because they feel it has become too risky, especially with stronger defamation laws.  Gillmour points out, however, that it is becoming harder for governments to exclude all reporting – they may ban the traditional media from meetings but via blogging the word can get out.  He says that the press was excluded from a White House meeting about economic issues with the US president on February 19, 2004, but one of those attending, Rex Hammock, was the owner of a small publishing company and a determined citizen journalist.  His blog about the meeting, written on his laptop computer on his way to the airport en route to his Tennessee home, became news as soon as it was posted that afternoon.  So excluding the media from the meeting didn’t work.

Business is taking stock of changes in the spread of information via the internet, also the speed with which this can be done.  Little can be kept secret, if whistleblowers come forward.  Consider the big Pepsi promotion in the US in early 2004.  Buyers of Pepsi were invited via a big TV commercial campaign to look under the caps after opening and see if they had won a free song download from the Apple iTunes music web site (ibid., 47).  But someone noticed that by holding the unopened bottle in a certain way, one could glimpse before your bought it whether it had a winning cap.  The trick was quickly posted on the web and soon this information was available to all accessing the internet.  Pepsi could do nothing about it.  The company had to give away a lot more songs than it expected.

In the US and Australia, there are relatively few restrictions on webloggers.  But in Iran the penalties are severe. One Iranian now living in Canada launched a site in Persian in December 2000.  He thought that by one year, he might have 100 Persian weblogs.  That number was exceeded after one month and in less than two years there are more than 200,000 (ibid., 141).  Not all, of course, are still active.  Sina Motallebi, an Iranian blogger, was jailed for his blog in 2003 but after worldwide protests he was released after 23 days.  He has since moved to Europe (ibid., 142).

China makes it very difficult for its citizens to access the internet.  On a visit to mainland China after the JEA conference in Hong Kong in 2002, the author roamed Shanghai and Peking without success, looking for internet cafes.  I did find some, but they were always closed.  Whether permanently or not, I could not tell.  Popular blog sites, or those critical of the Chinese administration, government or Communist Party are quickly closed down. A widely accessed blogger, pen name “Muzimei”, who boasted on line of her sexual exploits, had her site closed and lost her job as a press columnist in Guandong (ibid., 142).

China tried to hide the rapid spread of the SARS sickness throughout Guandong in November 2002. By early February 2003, this news had leaked not via newspapers or television, but via SMS and blogs.  Authorities were forced to acknowledge the reality and try to stop panic.

Camera-equipped mobile phones are becoming popular and will add to the citizen journalist blogs’ effectiveness.  For instance, blogs spread photos of US soldiers’ abuse of Iraq prisoners in Abu Ghraib jail, May 2004.

Conclusions

Blogging is here to stay and will grow faster from now on in quality and numbers.  Politically minded bloggers will become more skilled at gathering and posting news.  They will link to overseas bloggers more, instead of relying  mainly on journalists in mainstream media for information.

Should bloggers be allowed the same status as journalists and have claims to protection of sources? Should they be allowed to remain anonymous?  Do they have an unfettered right to political speech?  Should bloggers be shielded from frivolous or abusive threats or lawsuits?  Should they be allowed press passes to government media briefings, or access to public records?   Should bloggers be allowed to claim a public interest defence if they invade a celebrity’s privacy? 

Australian democracy would likely be all the stronger if the courts plus state and federal governments eventually answer “yes” to these questions. What about using others’ blogs, with attribution?  They do so widely at present.  Should it be necessary to get the permission of the original author?  

Audiences for blog sites will grow from their current low number, especially if some legal restrictions are eased.  In the meantime, many bloggers will be cautious about rushing to publish on the internet all their more controversial musings.

Appendices

Appendix 1

Australian political blog sites, spring 2005: two samples of content

Left-leaning (sites not listed had no political posts in September-October 2005)

Alert and Alarmed 
NZ elections (five posts); German elections; Intelligent design; Business Council; Sydney piano recital; Hurricane Katrina in US (five posts); Australia and the US alliance; Sydney University book sale; Rolling Stones visit; Exclusive Brethren go political in NZ; Two cheers for Barnaby Joyce over Telstra legislation; Politicking against the Greens; Alert and Alarmed is one year old; Australian media’s colonial cringe; Pipes press articles on Israel criticised.

Anonymous Lefty

Mark Latham diaries (four posts); Regional airports and security; Airwolf TV series; FBI’s war on obscenity; Bond hooked on classics; $10,000 in cash found and returned; Howard diaries; Bus that looks like a tram; Legal advice.

Armagnac’d

Latham diaries (four posts); Brendan Nelson photo with hockey demonstrators against VSU; NZ elections; Author’s wedding preparations (two posts); Gene privacy; Hurricane Katrina (two posts); Memes (chain letters by blog post where you are asked to list your favourite things); Telstra’s share slump; Birthdays, marbles and jazz.

Back Pages

Mark Latham diaries; Best year in music was 1970.

Barista

Oxford research to make green sperm; Hurricane Katrina (four posts); Moscow Cats Theatre; Bush adviser Karl Rove; Tsar Nicholas II’s lover; Sunday in Melbourne; Iraq war.

Blogger on the Cast Iron Balcony

Brendan Nelson photo with hockey demonstrators against VSU; Hurricane Katrina (three posts); overdependence on cars; Latham diaries; Meme on favourite music); Fingerknitting.

On-line magazines (two posts); Problems with public transport; Grassroots publication; Intelligent design; Petrol prices; Springtime in Melbourne; Child care and IR reform.

Crazybrave

Zoe’s holiday; Cooking a custard tart (nothing political in September).

Australia’s wine glut; Ivan Milat lookalike; Memes - Seven things I want to do before I die, Seven things I cannot do, Seven things that attract me to the opposite sex, Seven things I say most often, Seven celebrity crushes; Jean-Luc Ponty; Op shopper of the day award; Son’s birthday(two posts); Boxing class.

Cut Price Commentariat

Football finals (two posts); Bicycle stolen; Law professor Drew Fraser’s views (two posts); Should blogs that offend be deleted?

Site’s first birthday (two posts); Commentariat ticket for University of Sydney senate; IR reform; John Hyde-Page’s new book.

Daily Flute

Federal budget surplus; Senator Barnaby Joyce and Telstra legislation; ABC Insiders program; Latham diaries (two posts); Andrew Denton; Frank Sartor; Telstra legislation (three posts); Test cricket defeat (four posts); Blogging changes your life; Movie meme; Happy Father’s Day; Hurricane Katrina.

Government money for election targets; King’s School; Intelligent design (three posts); Cross-Sydney tunnel toll; Tolls 10km around Sydney; Anti-terror laws (three posts); Foreign Minister Downer; Labor people supporting 30% tax plan; Dana Vale’s plan for Australian Gallipoli; Nauru refugees back in Australia; IR reform (two posts); Clover Moore’s two jobs.

Darpism.com

Football finals; Law professor Drew Fraser’s views; Brendan Nelson photo with hockey demonstrators; NZ elections and Brethren; Cam Burnell photography.  

Darp Hau is growing up; Factory workers misled over Government industrial reforms TV ads; Telemarketing (two posts); John Doyle’s Andrew Olle memorial lecture; Adoru the MP3 blogger; Tigers (football).

Go Away, Please

Anonymous blogs encouraged; John Kennedy Toole book A Confederacy of Dunces; Animal to human infections; Movie meme; Music meme; Marcia Angell book The Truth About Drug Companies; Hurricane Katrina.

Family wedding; Arab-Israeli conflict; Sari Magic website; I remember when … meme; pressgallery.blogspot; Visit of NZ band D4 to Melbourne; Muslim comedian Shazia Mirza; What Allah Wants, Allah Gets by Julie Burchill; Call for inquiry into South Australian cyclist’s death by hit-run motorist.

Gravyland

Scott Parkin deported; David Hicks trial.

Move to new family home (two posts); Podcasting Pocket Guide; Computer problems; Causes we support & Barking Owl blog site; Voluntary voting a non-issue; Republic of Australia needed; Bali bombing; Queen’s birthday; The Art of Deception book.

John Howard Prime Minister

John Brogden; Bob Carr; If I retire; Schools and values.

Karma to Burn

Scott Parkin deported; Tony Abbott; Romance writers’ group; Robert Doyle on toll roads; Dumb blonde in TV ad (dog on car roof); Guilty pleasures (Mills and Boon); Why do I write? 

Lazy bloggers; Family news (two posts); Australian Princess (two posts); visit to osteopath.

Larvatus Prodeo

Saturday Salon (open thread for discussion on any topic drew 18 comments); Upgrading internet site; Lurker Day; review of Bain Atwood book Telling the Truth About Aboriginal History; Latham diaries (two posts); UK Labour’s Robin Cook diaries; WordPress free site for bloggers; Drew Fraser’s views (three posts); Physicist dabbles in sociology; Cardinal George Pell on English teaching; Football final; Test cricket; War in Iraq; TV science fiction; Brendan Nelson on intelligent design; Welfare to work changes; new High Court judge Susan Crennan; US ghettos.

Iraqi civilian deaths, also UK poll on war there (two posts); Anti-terrorism laws (four posts); Fyodor’s meme; Canadian political blogs; More LP bloggers welcomed; Common blogging keywords; Horror movies; Costly Government IR advertising a turnoff (two posts); Postmodernists; IR legislation (three posts); T-shirt wording contest; Blogging’s future directions; Public art and tabloids; Posts from Los Angeles & Las Vegas; Health Minister Tony Abbott & bird flu fears; Danish press cartoons offend Muslims; Right balance when serving customers; Political pollsters at odds; Media Watch convicts John Pilger of sedition; Asterix’s dig at US Iraq intervention; Scorcese’s No Direction Home; Rule by decree; Law In Shambles book; Intelligent design; Carnival of Feminists; Pakistani earthquake.

Antony Loewenstein

War in Iraq (eight posts); Federal budget surplus; Israel-Palestine conflict (four posts); Debate, Why hate America?; Sudan fighting; author’s forthcoming book on Israel and Palestine (two posts); Kurdish  voices; Handbook for Bloggers and Cyber-dissidents; Norman Finkelstein views on Israel refused publication in US; Western values; Hurricane Katrina; Latham diaries (two posts); Gold Coast visit; Clinton Golbal Initiative; Murder of Russian Forbes Magazine editor; Crackdown on dissidents; Foreign journalists kidnapped in Gaza strip; Sri Lankan media suppressed; Brendan Nelson photo with hockey demonstrators against VSU; Muslims and Australian values; US protesters against Iraq war taken to court; US Senate inquiry into destruction of documents on terrorist Mohamed Atta; Australia and US obsessed with celebrity news; Great debate in New York, George Galloway v. Christopher Hitchens.

Perth Independent Media Centre

World Car-free Day, September 22; Attempted suicides in Australia’s detention centers; Scott Parkin deported (two posts); Melbourne Indymedia back on line.

Remembering Siohban Allen; David Hicks trial; Anti-terrorism bill (seven posts); McDonalds & obesity; WA Community Garden Network; Opposing a nuclear waste dump in Northern Territory (two posts); Australian Forestry practice standard opposed; Melbourne Cup; Kiwi who went to Baxter & asylum seekers’ hunger strike (two posts); Anarchist society & catastrophic events; Pillow fight club; National Weekend of Protest; Queer Army fights back; Oppressed women; Palmer Forest rescue update (three posts); Population curbs; Bird flu fears (two posts); Alcoa & toxic problems in Yarloop; TransPerth’s new Smartrider system; Radiation leak at Lucas Heights; Gwindinup sand mining; Plight of indigenous Australians (two posts); Tiwi woodchip project; Civil liberties demonstration; Gay military couples; Boyanup mine plans; MP3 slices of Perth Indymedia Radical Radio.

Public Opinion

US alliance ands blank cheques; Iran and nuclear proliferation; Latham diaries (three posts); United Nations reform; Telstra legislation (two posts); Welfare to work and disability; Catallaxy criticised for loose talk; Hurricane Katrina (four posts); Energy policy and climate change; Anti-terrorism laws; Liberal Party factions; Question Time telecasts; Federal Budget; Tax policy; War in Iraq.

Bush on the ropes; Libby indictment; Iraq war (two posts); Media & political leaks (two posts); Criticising the media; IR reform (six posts); Anti-terrorism bill (three posts); Queensland health system; Ross Gittens (Sydney Morning Herald) on economics; Peter Costello on public policy; Stephen Grenville on global imbalances; Bob Carr joins Macquarie Bank; Foreign debt; DIMA culture & mandatory detention; Health care reform; Bali bombings (two posts); China-US relations; River Murray problems.

Rank and Vile

Football finals (two posts); NZ elections; German elections; Australia’s election system; Latham diaries; Robert Doyle backflip on motorway toll; Thank God the cricket is over; The Age book reviews on Liberals; Tribute to Daily Flute; Hurricane Katrina; Alvarez Solon nominated for Australian of Year.

Why I left the Labor Party; Football (two posts); Bird flu joke; Anti-terrorism bill (two posts); Politics test; Asylum seekers leave Nauru for Australia; Soccer World Cup qualifying matches; Voluntary student unionism; IR reform;(two posts).

Red Rag

Quiz on songs (first post plus answers); Industrial relations legislation (three posts); Drew Fraser’s views (three posts); Diana Elgar; George Bush and black people; WordPress.com launch (free blogs); Latham diaries; Grahame Morris still doing Liberal PR; Name haiku meme; Multiple memes.

Anthony’s spiceblog; Newsbreak service from Fairfax; IR reform (seven posts); Liam Hogan moving blogs from Cut Price Commentariat to own domain; Politics in Ireland; Dolphins that sing; Compulsory voting.

Road to Surfdom

Hurricane Katrina (11 posts); London bombings; War in Iraq (five posts); Critique of US conservatives; Eric Clapton autobiography; South Australia’s Independent Weekly; Latham diaries; NZ elections; Football finals; UK war on terror (two posts); Australian anti-terror laws (two posts); Gerard Henderson on  government policies; Scott Parkin deported; Australian woman deported from UK; Senator Barnaby Joyce defended over Telstra vote; Lazy journalists; death of Donald Horne; US President criticised (two posts); Howard apology; Abbott apology for remarks about John Brogden; US former terrorism chief Richard Clarke on US security.

Libby indictment in USA (three posts); Intelligent design; Bloggers and journalists; Casualties in Iraq & campaign against war (three posts); Anti-terrorism laws (11 posts); Question Time and other reforms; IR reform; Cheap books in US; Australian princess; ARIA awards; Franchising traps; Bird flu fears; Malcolm Farr & Senator Barnaby Joyce; Intelligent design; Colonel Wilkerson’s attack on Bush administration; Product placement in retail stores; Conservative criticism of Howard government; Cost of Government TV advertising; Asylum seekers; Australian Idol TV program; Barry Jones on what ails Lab or Party; Same-sex couples; Birth of Danish prince; Senator John McCain’s anti-torture bill; Voluntary student unionism & compulsory voting favoured by Government; Moving house; Bali bombing.

Ruminations

Mumbai floods; Hurricane Katrina.

Burma’s Aung Sang Suu Kyi reaches 10 years in detention; Earth’s lungs grow smaller; Amazon basin drought; Religious fundamentalism; Global warming & the precautionary principle.

Southerly Buster

Hurricanes Rita and Katrina and Mississippi flood control (two long posts); NZ election (two posts); German election (four posts); Radio Australia’s two podcasts; Tropical deforestation affects rainfall; Music of sand dunes; Global warming and hurricanes.

US indictment of Rove & Libby(two posts); Over-fishing now & in Roman  times; Intelligent design; Georgia law on voting blocked by federal judge; Depression, economics & IR reform; 4000-year-old Chinese noodles.

Whom Gods Destroy
Senator Vanstone’s DIMIA offers secure accommodation and a ride home; petrol/ethanol lies (three posts); Tim Flannery’s The Weather Makers; Little Fish movie praised; US money-making venture; Scott Parkin deported; Andrew Denton “studied betrayal”.

David Hicks trial; Political discussion forum; Tim Blair from the pond bottom; Who controls the controllers?; Chat with Chris Allbritton; Why I write blogs; Anti-terrorism laws (two posts); NASA quick-time movie; Singapore hanging; IR reform.

wsacaucus.org

Medicare Gold as Labor’s “sleeper” policy; ALP policy on US alliance; Craig Knowles vindicated by ICAC; If the socialists are coming, they’re coming slowly; Football finals; Bob Carr diaries; Carr and Laurie Brereton; Coming soon: the Howard diaries; Politicians’ blogs; David McKnight’s book Beyond Right and Left launched; Latham diaries; Susan Ryan’s autobiography Catching the Waves; Why idealists should be in politics.

Centrist

Ambit Gambit

Why ALP lost 2004 Federal election; Drew Fraser’s right to be heard; Mark Latham diaries; Good-news story about public office (John Hayes, NZ former diplomat who won a “relatively safe” seat from Labour; Senator Barnaby Joyce “just looking for an excuse” over Telstra vote; Intelligent design.

The Ballroom 

Fond memories of the Crystal Ballroom in Melbourne; The Zorros of the 1970s (with sound link); George Hotel, St Kilda aka Seaview Ballroom (fashion night attended by 1000 people).  No political posts in September.

Senator Andrew Bartlett

Football finals; Latham diaries; War in Iraq; Keeping up the pressure on mental health; Water issues; Margo Kingston’s site with Bartlett story on Senate happenings; Telstra sold, Senate sold out (four posts); Australian film The Proposition; Book Industry awards; Movie meme; Howard v. Costello; Hurricane Katrina.

Boynton
Football finals (three posts); Two love letters to my dogs; Just bought first mobile phone; ABC radio Beatles contest; Hurricane Katrina.

Christopia 

Google’s funny failure; Melbourne Grogblogging (a second social event); Tony Abbott comment on John Brogden’s attempted suicide.

Documentary Blowing in the Wind; Terrorism & anti-terror legislation (two posts); Locked out of blogspot; Venezuelan president’s attack on west; World of Warcraft game; Planned electoral changes.

Corporate Engagement

Reasons for a company not to have a blog site; Podcasts about corporate social media; Trevor Cook lecture on blogging; Company intranets; Blogs as lynch mob platforms; Will podcasting kill PR spin?, Typepad’s growth issues; Commodities Corner blog; Issues are not born equal; NSW should recycle water; IBM interview on podcasting; Slogans don’t work on employees; Blogging during hurricane Katrina; UK companies slow to use blogs; Lion Nathan kicks a PR own goal. 

Duckpond 
Hurricanes Rita and Katrina; Blogs and dogs.

Indictment of Irving Libby in US; Howard to stay as PM for another year; President Bush heckled (two posts); Television, government advertising & democracy; Dog pictures (three posts); US government by cabal; Myer-Briggs personality test could be applied to those standing for political office; Anti-terrorism laws (five posts); IR reforms; US as a good example of democracy (two posts); How much is your blog worth?; 200th anniversary of Battle of Trafalgar & US tactics in Iraq; Pakistani earthquake (two posts); Internet as basic US amenity; Propaganda & TV; Black Thursday for share traders; Germany’s new leader Angela Merkel (three posts); War on terror; Political test; Mark Latham’s book; public rally over Illawarra development; India & China PMs meet; NZ & German elections (four posts); Rich & giving to charity.

Philip Gomes, Citystate 

Moving to Larvatus Prodeo; Scott Parkin deported; Nano iPod purchased; Howard’s core beliefs; Loewenstein/Danby stoush; Tony Abbott comment on health delivery to Aborigines; War in Iraq; Canadians say, ‘Nationalise oil industry’; Apple’s Mighty Mouse; Get a bicycle.

Imagining Australia (Andrew Leigh)

Voluntary voting; Google research; Lawyers’ fees screen out frivolous lawsuits; Scott Parkin deported; New Vikram Seth novel, Two Lives; Working mothers; Harvard Social Science “wonky” blog; New High Court judge Susan Crennan (two posts); Tax policy; Latham diaries; New York’s 9/11 pushed up road accident statistics; Dog ate students’ homework; NSW Labor, German and NZ election betting and results (two posts); Australia still the lucky country; Labor’s Progressive Essays marketing plan; Superannuation contribution rate; Blogging and academia; Child safety seats no better than seat belts; Do we give more to attractive charity workers?; Hurricane Katrina; US politician John Roberts’ eloquence; Water pricing; book Fighting Poverty; Missing children in Indonesia.

Most could be exempted from filing a tax return; IgNobel prizes; Politicians’ previous jobs; Happiness and the GDP; Marking essays; Sydney University’s boomerang awards; Paul Frijters presents annual Fred Gruen lecture; Government advertising not worth cost; Intelligent design; NSW teachers’ pay rise; Penguin Publishing’s 70th birthday; Tax cuts for rich (two posts); Birth order, achievement and earnings; Guidelines on reporting suicides; How Wal-Mart helps poor; Benefits of not breaking up Microsoft; Melbourne Cup; Free books on line; Distrust of politicians; Betting on bird flu; Labor’s factions; J.M. Coetzee wins Booker twice; John Doyle’s Andrew Olle Memorial Lecture; Is the Right funnier than the Left?; Harriet Miers; Cirque Du Chaser; Child safety seats; Life in Canberra among nature; Blogging post numbers (100 hits a day); PNG post on economic reform; Joern Utzon; David Williamson; Income & happiness; Ed Husic; NSW parliament restaurant to serve only NSW wines; Does raising minimum wage help poor?; Tax cuts; Do children’s names affect outcomes?; Anti-terrorism bill; Republican movement; Link to LawFont blog site; Queensland plan to tax southern people migrating there; Farm subsidies; Divorce & children’s happiness; Latham diaries; Andrew West blog site.

Michael Jennings 

Value of travel insurance; Football finals; Test cricket (daily posts); Cheap microwave ovens; Hurricane Katrina (two posts).

Meteorite picture; home office; New York musings (six posts); Sony laptop and global interconnectivity (three posts); Luxembourg post with picture.

Julian Calendar
Another TV show about Hobbitts; Fiddling with my blogroll; Visitor numbers steady (despite nothing political in September).

Margo Kingston's Webdiary 

Launching Web Diary and Club Chaos in WA; Taking human rights and John Howard seriously; The future of fair dinkum journalism; Hurricanes Rita, Katrina, oil and the economy; Latham diaries; Welfare to work policies (two posts); New High Court Justice Susan Brennan; World Statesman Award; Refugee detention; Michael Danby MP v. Antony Loewenstein over yet-to-be-published book Voices of Reason.

Singapore hanging; Anti-terrorism laws (10 posts); Income tax reform; Apotheosis of John Howard; The Omega Scroll; Detention nightmare; How to donate to Webdiary; Chris Rau on the media, mental health and detention; Irises and Patrick Fitzgerald; Review of Roving Mars; Climate change updates (three); Democracy, apathy and anger (two posts); COAG and the ministerial councils; SIEV-X – still drowning in spin; IR reform; West Bank shooting; Australian secularism; Nobel prize; lawyers v. parliamentarians over law and order.

South Sea Republic 

The path to equity for individuals; Book launch Patterns of Liberty; Design patterns – social organisation; government response to large-scale emergencies; Hurricane Katrina (two posts); Government policy to encourage Australian culture.

Toward the better country; Natural party of government; Organisational free energy; Pandemic pandemonia over bird flu; Mark Latham diaries; Unitary thinking & decentralised networks; Peter Turchin book War & Peace & War in Australia (two posts); Percy Spender & the Pacific Pact; Australian republican identity politics. 

Moderate right 

Bad Analysis 

Taxation as theft; Betting on oil price fall.

The Bench (Joel Parsons)

Sudanese-born population here growing at 26 per cent a year; Melbourne Fringe Festival; Africans on the move; 21 reasons a woman is better than beer; Why poor women have more children out of wedlock; Hurricane Katrina.

Clive Hamilton & work-life balance; International migration; Pictures of jets at US Air Force base (two posts); Car purgatory; Wreck of Western Culture book; Gnome homes.

Big Green Ogres 

Away from Sydney, travelling in USA: photos from Woods Hole Massachusetts and New York.

Blithering Bunny 

Political ad-lib on Sky News; TV ad for dolls for Fantastic Four (but how do you make an Invisible Woman doll?); Test cricket; Why 40% of women academics remain childless; Margo Kingston in “full-moonbat mode”; Retired vicar jailed for refusing to pay tax; UK medicos turning against NHS; Late-night drinking in clubs; Conservatives need to get more non-voters to polls; Hurricane Katrina.

Close encounters with aliens; Reasons why we don’t sing around the piano; Cameron v. Davis (two posts); Noam Chomsky’s personal wealth; MI6 is recruiting; How to non-blog in style; Impact-factor fever; Novel wake-ups; Daily Ablution blog site.

Catallaxy 
Latham diaries (three posts); More moderate comments than usual; What are the philosophers up to?; What would you do if you found $10,000?; David McKnight’s book Beyond Right and Left (three posts); Prospect Magazine; Education Services for Overseas Students Amendment Bill; Political comment in comic strips; Top global public intellectuals; Drew Fraser’s views (three posts);  Paul Feyerabend remembered; Value of refereeing; Alternative therapies; NZ elections.

Rise of the Aussie intellectual + 52 responses.

Currency Lad 

Every man a stigmatic (feast day of St Pio of Pietrelcina); Debate over ban on ordaining gay priests; NZ elections; Dispatch from the death cult; Saving Teddy Sheehan; Closing a failed Liberal chapter on seminaries.

Gibbo’s Place 

Latham’s choice of language; Compared to women, men are no-good layabouts; Football finals.

Andrew Bartlett’s blog about ANZAC deaths; Compensation for sacked employee; Electric pushbike; Visit to Bathurst car races + pictures.

Man of Lettuce 

Frank sartor and race politics; Safety of taxidrivers and murder of driver Benu Prassad-Adhikari; Interesting blog links; South Head visit with pictures; Concert pianist Aaron McMillan’s battle with brain tumor; Football story; Lachlan Murdoch’s departure from News Ltd; Test cricket; Blogging cartoons; US reaction to 9/11 anniversary.

ABC Radio praised; Eventful Saturday night shift (cab driving); Cab camera image of assailants; other pictures from around Sydney; November issue of Investigate + its new blog, The Briefing Room; Trip to Chester Hill; First impressions; Road accidents and drink driving; IR reform (two posts); David Williamson and bogans; Sydney tunnel contract scam.

Troppo Armadillo (Nicholas Gruen, Ken Parish, Rafe Champion)

N Z elections (four posts); Monetary policy; book Demos – Building Everyday Democracy; TV show’s distortion and bias; Paying off your credit card; David McKnight’s book Beyond Right and Left; Reform Howard style; Paul Feyerabend remembered (link to Catallaxy blog); Radiant ghost of a “guest star”; Evolution of open source software (OSS); Talk Like a Pirate Day; Adam Smith and the dialectic of markets; Launch of four Progressive Essays; Self-interest explored.

Anti-terrorism laws (four posts); Adam Smith & Jane Austen; Intergenerational theft; Gagging on scag scam (about Bali Nine alleged heroin smugglers, two posts); Noel Pearson’s views on Aboriginal health care (two posts); Microsoft breakup; Domesticating conflict; Open source software (two posts); Corporate social responsibility; Pride & Prejudice movie; Picture of Saturn moon; Man asks for longer prison sentence; Barbie & Ken dolls; Robert Goddard, rocket designer;  Abraham Lincoln; IR reforms (three posts); Markets & morals; Bob Carr & Marcus Aurelius; Sydney Morning Herald confuses news & opinion; Colin Wicking cartoons; IBM Research’s 60th birthday.

Will Type for Food 

Grammatical structure of nonexistent words; Judging a blog by its blogger; Miracle of birth; Suggested notices for Connex trams, trains and buses; Grogblogging night out in Melbourne; Storytelling game; A history of blogging; Marmosets; Computer virus;  Captain Marryat books; Author’s birthday; Ending it all.

Drinking & culture; Birth of Danish prince; Daylight saving; Australia Post service; High heels; poem about Natalia; Still life paintings; Boxes; Inspector Rex; Arnold Schoenberg’s Five Orchestral Pieces; Satirising the satirists.

Hard right 
After Grog Blog 

Football finals (seven posts); Tom Sizemore in homemade porn movie; Victorian government stripping back reading in schools; Rubbish on talkback radio; Hurricane Katrina; Test cricket (two posts); New car experience (two posts); Petrol prices.

Bitchin' Monaro 

Latham diaries and NSW byelections; Macquarie Fields riots; Soap star Tammin Sursok “won’t flash flesh” (plus Cheesecake picture).

Anti-terror legislation; IR legislation & Melbourne Cup; NSW byelection swing in  Macquarie Fields.

Tim Blair
Margo Kingston (two posts); DC protest breaks all the rules; Latham diaries; Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza strip; Hurricane Rita (two posts); Hurricane Katrina; War in Iraq; US airport security delays British Iraq war reporter Robert Fisk; Australian Labor’s view of US alliance; Football finals; John Brogden’s attempted suicide; Solar car from Iran delayed at airport; Perth catches webdiary fever.

Dissecting Leftism 

Hurricane Katrina (nine posts); DePaul University staff; Drew Fraser’s views; Golitsyn predictions on collapse of Soviet system; Tennessee payments to lawyers; San Francisco and earthquake risk; Franke study on children and crime (two posts); Japan – victory for small government; US beer tax is 44% of retail price; Left’s policies create poverty; Amnesty International attacks on US; Norberg on globalisation; United Nations “corrupt”; Health workers arrested in China; Slovakia has 19% flat tax on companies and people; People’s political orientation is largely inherited; Brain drain from Europe to US; Daniel Pipes says Pakistan president is pro-Israel; Plan to tackle poverty in Africa flawed; US FBI’s war on obscenity; German elections (three posts); British warning that civil rights may need to be cut to aid war on terror; North Korea’s nuclear backdown; Same-sex marriage law passed in California; EU farm subsidies impoverish Africa; Leftists cook books on foreign aid; Marxism criticised; Leftism as psychopathy; US tort reform; Business regulation; Keith Windschuttle’s views; Tony Abbott praised; SUVs under attack as gas guzzlers; EU bid to harmonise criminal law.

Far-leftism of public broadcasters; Illegal immigrants; Criminals discriminated against; Private enterprise fairer than government; Why Soviet system collapsed; Judge Bork; Australian Left tries to woo Christians; Left’s policies create poverty; US constitution & minorities; US growth; US oil taxes; Wal-Mart calls for higher minimum wage; Perverted Irish priests; Greenie Watch blogger Jennifer Marohasy; Religious Policeman (Saudi blogger); Tony Blair warns about Iran; US budget cuts (two posts); GM gutlessness with unions; New puritans (young socialists); Calvin vindicated; Terrorist threats; Negligent  air traffic controllers; Leftists “white-anting USA”; Blacks’ “sit-down money” era ending; New Orleans blacks lazy; Hypocritical Michael Moore; Reforming FEMA; Leftists & privacy; Israel, Jews & immigration; Petrol prices; Fascism was leftist; Australians have only five commandments; Noam Chomsky’s personal wealth.

Libertarian Society 

NZ elections; Communist origins of anti-hate laws; John Brogden’s suicide attempt; Hurricane Katrina (two posts).

Mangled Thoughts 

Israel withdrawal from Gaza strip; Weather on Mars; Bring back death penalty.

IR reform; China under Mao; Vilifying Australia; Journalism of warfare (two posts); Recession in some areas; Cross-examination of rape complainants (two posts); SBS and ABC “should be shipped off to Cuba”; George Clooney; Police state of Victoria; Politicians’ salaries, travel & consultancy costs; Nigerian spammers; Dead man in car hit with parking fine.

Paul and Carl’s Daily Diatribe 

Hurricane Katrina; Crohn’s Disease; Attack on dolphin; Ford Territory SUV purchased; Scott Parkin deported (three posts plus pictures); Latham diaries plus pictures; Burger King offends Muslims in UK; Talk Like a Pirate Day; New airport scanners to pick up small weapons.

New Harry Potter book; Birth of Danish prince; Filming in Melbourne; Moving house in Queensland rain; Ports gridlocked over new Customs Service system (two posts); Wacky photos; Bird flu fears; Lost socks; Mammograms; ABC criticisms (two posts); Virgin Blue hiring policy; Training film on forklift safety.

Slattsnews 
Football finals; Paul McCartney’s fall in US; Chinese naming new line of condoms after Bill Clinton; Children’s books and politics; Brisbane Blokesworld Live event shut down; Latham diaries (two posts); Kim Beazley’s daughters defend him;  Bob Hawke criticism of Beazley as not tough and nasty enough; Quiz on US presidents; Natural-born idiots; Netball rules about boys; Hurricane Katrina (two posts); Petrol prices; Victoria’s Senior English too easy.

In 1980s, bad blood from US prisons shipped to Canada; Prince Charles & Australian Environment Minister Ian Campbell on global warming (two posts); Horse race favourite for Derby Day; George Best ill; Bombings on Bali; Grant to Japanese artist; Anti-terrorism laws; Danish newspaper cartoons offend Muslims; George Galloway & Iraq oil money; Hamish Jones’s baby; Ronnie Barker’s death; Bird flu pandemic laws in Victoria; Social control zealots; Opera singer’s criticism of arts funding; New York Times fight with CIA leak reporter Judith Miller; Cox Plate race at Moonee Valley; Politically correct brigade in Britain; Bill O’Reilly on collapse of journalistic standards; Greenland’s ice cap has thickened slightly.

 Yobbo’s View 

Tank used in petrol theft; Girl Friday pictures; Test cricket joke; Top-selling supermarket brands; Much lower taxes in Thailand and China – and no blackouts; Evolution and humans.

MIT invention – fly-powered miniature plane; Wheat Board Iraq bribe money scandal; Test cricket (two posts); Campaign against sheep muelsing (two posts); Cough medicine, heroin & John Howard; Australian Federal Police role in arrest of Bali Nine; More Girl Friday pictures; Richard Nixon’s wartime poker prowess; Drugs and attention deficit disorder; If the Government ran Christmas; Virgin’s flight attendant hiring policy.

Appendix 2

Main blogging topics summarised

September sample   

 Total posts
Natural disasters:

Hurricane Katrina
63

Hurricane Rita

5

Mumbai floods

1

Global warming & hurricanes
1

San Francisco earthquake risk
1
71

Sport:  Football finals (all)
24


Test cricket 

23


Hockey


4
51


Conflict: War in Iraq
20

Israel/Palestine fighting
11

Sudan fighting

1


War on terror

8

FBI war on obscenity
2

London bombings
1
43

Elections: New Zealand
16


Germany

5


NSW


1
22

European Union


3

Federal budget surplus

3

Fighting poverty


3

Intelligent design

4
Muslims and their values

3

Memes



8

Petrol prices


6

Policies of the Left

3

Security



3

SUVs as gas guzzlers

3

Taxes and tax reform

7

Telstra legislation

14


United Nations 


3

Education Minister Brendan Nelson
5


Scott Parkin deported

11

David Hicks trial

1

Prime Minister John Howard

6

Mark Latham diaries, pictures

36

Senator Barnaby Joyce and Telstra

4
Drew Fraser, Law professor

14

October sample                            Total posts
Natural disasters:

Hurricane Katrina
2

Pakistan earthquake
4
6
Environmental issues:
Global warming

11

Forestry issues

5

Mining pollution

3

NT nuclear waste dump
2
21
Sport:

Football finals

4

World Cup Soccer qualifying
2

Cricket


3

Horse racing (Melbourne Cup)
7
16

Conflict: War in Iraq
11

Israel/Palestine fighting
3

Bali bombings

3

War on terror

2

Journalism of warfare
2
21

Elections: New Zealand
5


Germany

7


NSW


1
22
Federal Government legislation:

Anti-terrorism bill
38

Industrial relations reform
30
68

Intelligent design

5
Muslims and their values

1

Memes



6

Petrol prices


1

Blog writing, style etc
13


On-line magazines 
2
15

Taxes and tax reform

5

ABC & SBS praise/criticism

5

Aboriginal health care, rights

4

Asylum seekers, illegal immigrants

4


Australian democracy

7

David Hicks trial

2

Prime Minister John Howard

3

Mark Latham diaries

8

US: Libby indictment, Bush problems

10

September 2005
                           Total posts

US alliance


5

Welfare to work policy changes

4


Tony Abbott


5



Kim Beazley defended

2

Susan Brennan, new High Court judge
1

John Brogden suicide attempt

5

President George Bush

2

Bob Carr resignation

3

Peter Costello


1

Bill Clinton 


2

Michael Danby


2



Andrew Denton


2

Robert Fisk, UK reporter

1

Paul Feyeraband


2

Margo Kingston


4

Antony Loewenstein

2
Paul McCartney


1
David McKnight book launched 

5

Aaron McMillan, concert pianist

1

October 2005
                           Total posts

ARIA awards 


2
Australian intellectuals

1

Bali nine on trial for smuggling drugs
3

Bob Carr



4

Noam Chomsky’s personal wealth

2

Birth of Danish prince

3

Compulsory voting

3

Peter Costello


1

McDonalds


1

Microsoft breakup

2

Open source software

2

Ports gridlocked – Customs changes
2

Public transport problems

1

Sydney tunnel contract scandal

2

Virgin Blue flight attendant hiring policy
2

Voluntary student unionism

3

David Williamson

2

WordPress.com


3

Singapore hanging of Australian

2
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